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At a Glance
Monday, November 16th, 2020

9:00AM Waiting room opens for  
FDRIO AGM and Award

9:05AM – 10:00AM FDRIO AGM and Crowe 
Soberman Award  
2020 Recipient Hilary Linton 

9:50AM  Waiting room opens for 
Conference 

10:00AM – 10:10AM  Conference Opening 
Remarks and Territorial 
Acknowledgement

10:10AM – 11:00AM Morning Keynote Presentation 
MOYA TEKLU – Addressing 
Anti-Black Racism

11:00AM – 11:10AM Health Break – Yoga with 
Sonia Grebenisan

11:10AM – 12:00PM Breakout Sessions 101 

12:00AM – 12:10AM Health Break – Mindful 
Meditation with Susan Harris 

12:10PM – 1:00PM Breakout Sessions 201

1:00PM – 2:00PM Lunch Break and  
Speed Mentoring

2:00PM – 2:50PM Breakout Sessions 301

2:50PM – 3:00PM  Health Break – Qi Gong  
with Dr. Harvey Skinner

3:00PM – 4:00PM  Complaints Against 
Family Dispute Resolution 
Professionals 

4:00PM – 4:20PM  Closing Remarks

4:20PM – 4:30PM  Health Break

4:30PM – 5:30PM  FMC AGM and AWARDS

Program

9:05AM – 10:00AM

FDRIO AGM and Crowe 
Soberman Award
The FDRIO AGM will be held virtually and 
advanced registration is required. 

The Crowe Soberman Award is an award of 
excellence for outstanding contribution to 
family dispute resolution. The 2020 recipient, 
Hilary Linton, has dedicated her career to 
the continuous evolution of family dispute 
resolution.

2020 Recipient Hilary Linton

10:00AM – 10:10AM

Welcome & Opening Remarks 
and Territorial Acknowledgement
CO-CHAIRS: Raheena Dahya, Jennifer Daudlin  
and Frank Bulger

Raheena Dahya 
Raheena is a lawyer with 
experience in family and 
child protection law; and a 
family law mediator certified 
FDRIO. She has earned 

degrees in European and International Law 
(LL.B.) and Canadian Common Law (LL.M.);  
and is a School of Psychotherapy and 
Counselling Psychology (Regent’s College, 
London) accredited civil mediator. She is also 
a former roster mediator with St. Stephen’s 
Community House.
 Raheena is the Family Violence Chair for 
the FDRIO; and is a member of the Executive 
Board for the Ontario Bar Association’s 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Section.

10:10AM – 11:00AM

Morning Keynote Presentation
Addressing Anti-Black Racism

SPEAKER: Moya Teklu, B.A. (York) 2005, J.D. (Toronto)

Moya Teklu was called to 
the Bar of Ontario in 2010. 
She is a member of Legal 
Aid Ontario’s General 
Counsel’s Office and Adjunct 
Professor at the University 

of Toronto – Faculty of Law. She is responsible 
for developing Legal Aid Ontario’s Racialized 
Communities Strategy and leading the creation 
of the Black Legal Action Centre (BLAC). She 
regularly delivers training on anti-racism, 
unconscious bias, access to justice, and 
cultural competence to judges, justices of the 
peace, lawyers, adjudicators and regulators 
across the province and country. Moya has 
also worked as a Human Rights and Health 
Equity Specialist at Mount Sinai Hospital 
and Policy Research Lawyer at the African 
Canadian Legal Clinic. She has participated 
in proceedings before the Supreme Court of 
Canada, the Federal Court, the UN Committee 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the 
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, and 
the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario. She is 
a member of the Equity Advisory Group at the 
Law Society of Ontario. 

11:00AM – 11:10AM
Health Break (See page 3)

Jennifer Daudlin 
Jennifer obtained Juris 
Doctorate in 2007 from 
the French Common Law 
program at the University of 
Ottawa, was called to the  

Bar in Ontario in 2008 and began practicing 
as an agent for the Public Prosecutions 
Services of Canada in Oshawa. In 2009, 
she joined Legal Aid Ontario as the bilingual 
designate family law duty counsel in the GTA. 
She founded Daudlin Law P.C. in 2013 and 
expanded the scope of her bilingual family 
law litigation practice to include mediation, 
arbitration and parenting coordination 
(accreditation pending) in 2019.

Frank Bulger 
Frank Bulger is a registered 
social worker and is a 
certified family mediator 
by Mediation PEI Inc. He is 
Past President of Mediation 

PEI Inc. and is currently pleased to be on the 
Board of Family Mediation Canada. As part 
of the Marketing Committee he wishes the 
Foundations to Mastery Conference success in 
these new times which seem to offer mediators 
and others challenges at every turn.



3 4

Martha McCarthy – 
Lawyer and Arbitrator,  
Martha McCarthy and 
Company, Toronto
martha@mccarthyco.ca
Martha is a Family Law 

Specialist and an experienced trial lawyer. 
Martha has acted as counsel in all levels 
of court and is well known for her success 
in achieving widespread equality for gay 
and lesbian spouses across the country, 
including gay marriage. In addition to equality 
issues, Martha specializes in financial 
matters including business valuation issues, 
shareholders remedies, marriage contracts, 
high conflict and alienation cases, child 
representation and the effect of divorce  
on children.

Dr. Mohammed Baobaid –  
PhD, Executive Director, 
Muslim Resource Centre 
for Social Support and 
Integration, London Ontario.
mbaobaid@mrcssi.com

Dr. Baobaid earned his doctoral degree from 
the institute of Psychology at the University 
of Erlangen Nurnberg in Germany. He is the 
founder and the Executive Director of the 
Muslim Resource Centre for Social Support and 
Integration in Canada. For 30 years, he has 
conducted research on families and children 
and youth at risk of violence and developing 
culturally appropriate responses in Yemen 
and Canada. Based on the outcome of his 
research, a culturally integrative model  
of family violence responses has been 
developed and implemented.

11:10AM – 12:00PM

Breakout Sessions
SUBSTANTIVE 101

IPV and Power Imbalances in a  
Post Covid World

PANELISTS: Nilufa Hussein, Tanisha Sri Bhaggiyadatta, 
Martha McCarthy, Dr. Mohammed Baobaid  
MODERATOR: Deborah Sinclair

This panel of professionals will explore the 
connections between family dispute resolution 
and intimate partner violence from all 
perspectives, leaving attendees with a clear 
understanding of their responsibilities as FDR 
professionals, and with information, resources 
and best practices to help them comply with 
those responsibilities.

Nilufa Husein – Lawyer, 
Husein Law Office, Toronto, 
huseinlawoffice@gmail.com
After working in the legal 
department of the Barbra 
Schlifer Commemorative 

Clinic. Ms. Husein operates her family law 
practice in North York, often advocating for 
victims of domestic violence in family court. 
She serves on Legal Aid’s Domestic violence, 
Certificate and Duty counsel panels.

Tanisha Sri Bhaggiyadatta  
Program Manager, Residential 
Services at The Redwood 
Shelter for Women and 
Children, Tanisha’s key focus 
is gender-based violence 

prevention and response through holistic, feminist, 
anti-oppressive programming with women, trans 
women, non-binary and children experiencing 
violence. She is also the Project Manager for 
Building Muscle: Community Alternatives for 
Family Conflict at The Redwood, a community 
based research project examining alternatives to 
systemic approaches to gender based violence  
in Black and Muslim communities.

Health Breaks

11:00AM – 11:10AM

Yoga

Sonia Grebenisan
Data Scientist by day, artist 
by night, and yogi always. 
Sonia Grebenisan has been 
practicing yoga since 2014 
as a way to balance a busy 

career in technology with gentle movement. 
What she didn’t expect was to find a way 
of life that supports her in her day-to-day 
responsibilities and a philosophy she applies 
to her life and work. Now she imparts her 
love of anatomy and passion for spirituality to 
her yoga students through fun and dynamic 
vinyasa classes that are challenging yet  
leave the students with a deep feeling of  
inner peace. You can learn more about  
her teaching style and instructional videos  
via her website or by emailing her at  
sonia@whilelotusdharma.com. 

12:00PM – 12:10PM

Mindful Meditation

Susan Harris 
Susan Harris is a graduate of 
the Mindfulness Meditation 
Teacher Certification Program 
led by Tara Brach and  
Jack Kornfield. She has over  

40 years of experience developing and 
providing comprehensive services to 
individuals and families impacted by abuse, 
trauma and mental health issues. Susan 
has facilitated Mindfulness Group Programs 
and provided training and consultation 

on mindfulness to a variety of groups and 
agencies in the Greater Toronto Area. At a 
personal level, Susan has been developing her 
meditation practice for over 25 years through 
retreats, practice and study. She has a daily 
practice of meditation and Qi Gong. 

2:50PM – 3:00PM

Qi Gong

Dr. Harvey Skinner
Dr. Harvey Skinner is a 
Professor of Psychology  
& Global Health and  
was Founding Dean  
(2006 – 2016) of the Faculty 

of Health, York University, Toronto. He is a 
Registered Psychologist in Ontario, a certified 
trainer in Motivational Interviewing, and has 
completed advanced training in Capacitar 
practices. At a personal level, Harvey has 
a regular practice of Qi Gong, mindfulness 
meditation and calacentics. He may be 
contacted at: email harvey.skinner@yorku.ca  
 Gentle Movement Practices – is an 
ancient Chinese system of gentle, rhythmic 
movements, breathing techniques and 
meditations. Qi Gong helps improve health  
and overall well-being, while empowering  
us to live with calm and peace no matter  
what is happening around us. 
 This active learning 10 minute session  
will include: 1) Deep Breathing, 2) Exercises  
that stretch and strengthen, 3) Slow 
Movements that are flowing and fluid, and  
4) Meditation. 



Gail Belchior
Gail operates Money 
Matters Services & Solutions 
Inc., assisting clients with 
Financial Divorce Solutions, 
and individuals or couples 

with Financial Relationship Solutions with the 
mission to help clients preserve their wealth 
and wellbeing.
 Gail has co-led Collaborative training 
sessions across Ontario and led various 
financial workshops. As an author, Gail has 
written articles on financial topics and is  
an active leader with two Collaborative 
Practice groups. 

Mathew Krofchick
A Chartered Business 
Valuator (CBV) and a 
Valuations Manager at 
Krofchick Valuations 
in Toronto, Matthew 

specializes in forensic accounting including 
income determination and business 
valuations for matrimonial purposes. His work 
includes complex tracing analysis, income 
determination for child and spousal support 
calculations, pension valuations, and business 
valuations. He has led a team of valuation 
and forensic specialists in numerous valuation 
and investigative assignments in many diverse 
industries.

FINANCIAL 101

Differentiating between Financial,  
Coaches, Chartered Financial Divorce 
Specialist and CBVs

PANELISTS: Nyla Roopnarinesingh, Linda Cartier,  
Gail Belchior 
MODERATOR: Matthew Krofchick

There are many financial professionals that 
can be involved in Family Law matters. In this 
session, participants will hear from a financial 
coach, a Chartered Financial Divorce Specialist 
and a Chartered Business Valuator who will 
discuss how they can assist in Family Law 
cases, when they should be consulted and 
when and how they should be used.

Nyla Roopnarinesingh
A Licensed Paralegal 
and Chartered Business 
Valuator, Nyla is currently a 
manager with the Valuations, 
Forensics and Litigation 

Group at Crowe Soberman. Nyla primarily 
focuses on matrimonial matters and consulting 
on the financial aspects of separation and 
divorce. Her experience includes valuing 
business interests, calculating income for 
support purposes and determining net family 
property for matrimonial matters.

Linda Cartier
R.F.P. CFDS CFP PRP ELP
A Chartered Financial 
Divorce Specialist (CFDS), 
Certified/Registered Financial 
Planner (CFP)/(R.F.P.) Linda 

oversees the Academy of Financial Divorce 
Specialists, training financial professionals 
across Canada. Her experience ranges from 
planner to trainer to author working with 
families during transitions.
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Deborah Sinclair – Social 
Worker, PhD., MSW, RSW. 
deborah@dasinclair.com
Deborah Sinclair is a social 
worker in independent 
practice in Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada. Throughout her career in human 
rights, public health prevention, and social 
justice work, Deborah has worked in many 
different capacities—as clinician, writer, 
speaker, trainer, researcher, policy advisor and 
expert witness. She currently has a clinical 
practice in Toronto, Ontario specializing in work 
with trauma survivors and their families as well 
as professionals and advocates who suffer the 
effects of complex PTSD/VT/Burnout. 

PROFESSIONALISM 101

Differentiating between Coaches and 
Mental Health Professionals

PANELISTS: Devorah Jones, Dr. Natasha Williams,  
Ali Lienaux  
MODERATOR: Dr. Linda Ennis

This panel will help you understand the 
different roles and approaches of divorce 
coaches and mental health professionals.  
Clients may need to be coached about how 
to manage their divorce process, they may 
have mental health challenges, or perhaps 
need help with both. Join moderator Dr. Linda 
Ennis as she navigates the supports these 
professionals can bring to the table.

Devorah Jonas
Devorah Jonas is a family 
mediator and divorce coach 
who is devoted to helping 
men and women find peace 
throughout the divorce 

process and beyond, whether in their  
co-parenting relationship, within themselves 
or in supporting their children through this time 
of transition. Devorah brings a combination of 
warmth, compassion and pragmatism as she 

works with clients to maintain dignity, clarity 
and hope as they lay the foundations for their 
family’s future.  

Dr. Natasha Williams
A Registered Psychologist 
and the Clinical Director 
of Allied Psychological 
Services, an anti-oppressive, 
multi-ethnic, multi-lingual 

psychological private practice providing a 
variety of services including assessment, 
psychotherapy, corporate consultation, 
supervision and training to clients from diverse 
backgrounds. Natasha is also an international 
professional speaker, trainer, published author 
and the President of the Association of Black 
Psychologists.        

Ali Lienaux
Ali currently offers 
counselling, coaching and 
mediation services to his 
private practice clients. He 
holds a Master’s degree in 

Social Work, MSW, (Equiv.), and has more than 
25 years professional experience in Canada. 
Ali’s clinical specialities include relocation, 
trauma and recovery, multilingual and 
multicultural counselling, addictions, work issues, 
management consulting, executive coaching, 
post-traumatic stress and adult education. 

Dr. Linda Ennis, Ph.D
A psychoanalytic therapist, 
who specializes in divorce 
empowerment, an Early 
Childhood specialist, 
a family mediator, an 

author, and university lecturer. Linda is a 
FDRIO board member and former academic 
chair. Her publications include her edited 
collection, “Intensive Mothering: The Cultural 
Contradictions of Modern Motherhood” and 
“After the Happily Ever After: Empowering 
Women and Mothers In Relationships”. 
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PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 101

Resources for SRCs – Tips, Tools  
and Referrals

PANELISTS: Shmuel Stern, Kathryn Hendrikx,  
Helena Birt, Lisa Eisen, Omar Ha-Redeye  
MODERATOR: Cathi Wentworth 

Update your tool box and reference lists 
with these helpful resources for your self-
represented FDR clients. Learn what’s new, 
what’s changed, and what’s coming.

Shmuel Stern
Shmuel Stern is a family 
lawyer and founder of 
DisclosureClinic.ca, an 
online limited scope practice 
assisting people identify, 

compile and cogently present their family law 
financial disclosure. He is a past Chair of the 
OBA Child and Youth Law section and recently 
completed an LLM in Family Law. You can 
follow his Ontario family law caselaw Twitter 
feed @corollaryrelief  

Kathryn Hendrikx
Family law lawyer. 
Graduated Osgoode Hall in 
2001, called to the Bar 2002. 
Started her own firm in 2017. 
Trained in Collaborative 

Family Law and Family Arbitration. Appointed 
DRO in Toronto in 2015. Memberships include 
FDRIO, WLAO, OBA, TLA and Advocates. 
Champion of the Ontario Divorce Forms 
Project and winner 2019 Precedent Magazine 
Innovation Awards!

Helena Birt
Helena joined LAO in 1999 
to manage the Family Duty 
Counsel program after 14 
years in private practice and 
became the Deputy Legal 

Director of FRO in 2010. She returned to private 
family law practice in 2017 and is the Senior 
Program Director of the Family Law Limited 
Scope Services Project.

Lisa Eisen
Lisa Eisen was called to 
the Ontario Bar in 1995 and 
earned her professional 
coaching credentials in 
2013. Lisa is a family law 

lawyer whose practice, Family Law: A La 
Carte, has been restricted to unbundled and 
legal coaching services since 2016. Through 
Legal Coach Training, Lisa trains lawyers and 
legal professionals to provide legal coaching 
services to their clients.

Omar Ha-Redeye  
Omar Ha-Redeye is a lawyer 
and Executive Director of  
the Durham Community 
Legal Clinic (DCLC). He holds 
a JD from Western, and an 

LLM from Osgoode Hall. He focuses on law 
reform, advocacy on behalf of low-income 
and historically marginalized groups, and 
promoting better dispute resolution systems for 
all Ontarians.

Cathi Wentworth – Moderator 

12:00PM – 12:10PM
Health Break (See page 3)

12:10PM – 1:00PM

Breakout Sessions
SUBSTANTIVE 201

Thinking Outside the Box –  
Innovative Cross-Border Practices

PANELISTS: Donna Petrucelli, Robin Deutsch,  
Michael Aurit, Don Saposnek  
MODERATOR: Hilary Linton

Learn all about the latest innovations and 
developments in American family dispute 
resolution from this group of “regulars” at the 
highly acclaimed Town Hall Series of our sister 
organization, The Academy of Professional 
Family Mediators. 

Donna Petrucelli – Lawyer 
and Mediator, Director, 
Centre for Mediation and 
Training, New York, NY.
A professional negotiator, 
Donna honed her skills 

as a medical malpractice defense litigator, 
general counsel to a large not-for-profit, and 
employment lawyer. Donna is a founding 
member of the APFM, a Director of the Center 
for Mediation & Training and a co-Director of 
the Center’s Supervised Practicum.

Robin Deutsch – PhD., 
Professor of Clinical 
Psychology, William James 
College, San Francisco, Calif.
drrobindeutsch@gmail.com
Dr. Robin Deutsch provides 

consultation, mediation, parenting coordination 
and expert witness services in Wellesley, 
MA, and has published extensively on issues 
related to attachment, co-parenting after 
divorce, high conflict divorce, parenting plans, 
parenting coordination, parent-child contact 
problems and is co-editor with Abigail Judge 
of the book Overcoming Parent-Child Contact 
Problems: Family-Based Interventions for 
Resistance, Rejection, Alienation (Oxford, 2016). 

Michael Aurit – Attorney  
and Mediator, Aurit Centre for 
Divorce Mediation, Arizona
michael@auritmediation.com
Michael Aurit, JD, MDR, is 
a Professional Mediator 

and Co-Founder of The Aurit Center for 
Divorce Mediation in Scottsdale, Arizona. He 
is President of The Academy of Professional 
Family Mediators. He is also an adjunct 
professor at Arizona State University’s Sandra 
Day O’Connor School of Law.

Don Saposnek – Clinical 
Child Psychologist, Mediator, 
Therapist, Aptos, California
dsaposnek@mediate.com
Donald T. Saposnek, Ph.D., 
is a practicing clinical-child 

psychologist, child custody mediator, and 
national and international trainer in mediation 
and child psychology. He has published 
extensively, taught on the psychology faculty 
at the University of California, Santa Cruz for 
41 years, and currently teaches at Pepperdine 
Law School’s Straus Institute.

Hilary Linton – Lawyer, 
Mediator, Arbitrator, 
Riverdale Mediation Ltd and 
mediate393 inc., Toronto
Hilary Linton is a family 
lawyer, mediator, arbitrator, 

parenting coordinator and FDR trainer who  
co-founded FDRIO in 2014. She supervises 
family mediators and information coordinators 
serving Toronto’s family courts via Toronto 
Family Mediation Services (mediate393).  
She started Riverdale Mediation in 2001, and 
has mediated and/or arbitrated many family 
law matters.
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PROFESSIONALISM 201

Inherent Bias in Family Dispute Resolution

PANELISTS: Tobi Ajibolade, Shabina Begum,  
Mara Clarke 
MODERATOR: Kayla Viau 

Join this stellar panel to explore the 
experiences of discrimination and bias that our 
clients face, and how these experiences shape 
their ability to navigate and access the family 
dispute resolution system. Learn approaches 
to check and diminish your own inherent 
bias, to identify and gently expose a client’s 
experience, and to provide a more effective 
voice for everyone in the room.

Oluwatobi (Tobi) Ajibolade
A Wilfrid Laurier University 
graduate in Biology, Tobi 
started a career in social 
services as a crisis counselor 
and youth worker. As a 

research analyst for a creative social strategy 
start up in the city of Mississauga Tobi worked 
with youth community services and mental 
health programs in Peel Region. Tobi helped 
transition youth in care back to their families as 
a youth advocate with CAS and JF&CS.

Shabina Begum
An exceptional lawyer, 
specialising in international 
child abduction, forced 
marriage, child marriage, 
female genital mutilation 

and gender based violence. Shabina is a UN 
recognised expert of child, early and forced 
marriages in the UK and she has conducted 
pioneering research and she champions the 
rights of women and girls.

Mara Clarke
As Director of Outreach at 
this Ontario Justice Education 
Network, Mara managed the 
team that taught vulnerable 
youth about the law. Mara 

designed family law programs for vulnerable 
mothers and found her passion: family law. 
Mara’s settlement focused, culturally sensitive 
approach to family law practice prioritizes her 
client’s interests and the parties’ relationship, 
helping them establish the “new normal” that 
will guide their interactions moving forward. 

Kayla Viau
A Cree Family Lawyer and 
Family Mediator-In-Training 
from Taykwa Tagamou 
Nation in Treaty 9, Kayla has 
an educational background 

in alternate dispute resolution and a strong 
interest in promoting mediation services as an 
option for Indigenous clients. She also would 
like to see more Indigenous people join the 
family dispute resolution profession. 

FINANCIAL 201

FDR, Family Law and Bankruptcy

PANELIST: Robert Klotz 
MODERATOR: Lorne Wolfson

In troubling economic times, Family Law 
professionals are often confronted with 
the intersection between Family Law and 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency Law. Participants 
in this session will hear from a Senior 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency lawyer who will 
provide valuable information and advice for 
those professionals who have clients facing 
Bankruptcy or Insolvency.

Robert Klotz 
Focusing primarily in 
bankruptcy and insolvency, 
commercial litigation and 
international law with Klotz 
Associates. Bob has served 

as National Chair of the CBA Insolvency 
Section, Chair of the OBA Insolvency Section, 
Editor of the National Creditor-Debtor Review, 
and an appointed member of the federal 
Personal Insolvency Task Force. Bob has 
also authored extensively on bankruptcy and 
insolvency in family law. 

Lorne Wolfson
A senior member of the 
Family Law bar and a 
senior partner with Torkin 
Manes, Lorne’s practice 
includes all aspects of family 

law, including divorce, custody and access, 
property, support, and domestic contracts. 
He conducts litigation before every level of 
court in Ontario and provides mediation and 
arbitration services. 

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 201

Marketing your Practice

PANELISTS: Patricia McInnis, Mark Chyz, Brian Galbraith 
MODERATOR: Rachel Healey 

Hear from industry professionals on how to 
effectively market your practice to get the 
clients you want. Learn what works and what 
doesn’t, and some pitfalls and privacy issues 
you might not be aware of.

Patricia McInnis  
Patricia MacInnis is the 
founder and CEO of UpWord 
Communications, a boutique 
digital marketing firm that 
helps legal professionals 

raise their profile and attract new clients.
 Prior to launching UpWord, Patricia worked 
as a senior editor for a legal marketing 

news site, assisting lawyers and law firms 
with brand marketing. Patricia is an award-
winning journalist with more than 20 years 
of experience reporting on legal, tech and 
business issues for daily newspapers and 
national publications.

Mark Chyz  
Mark Chyz, is a seasoned, 
multi-disciplined marketer 
that specializes in digital 
strategy and brand 
marketing, with over 20 

years in the business. 
 As President of Cm2 Media, his keys to success 
includes a clear understanding of marketplace 
trends paired with an experienced team ready 
to take their business to the next level. 

Brian Galbraith  
Owner of Galbraith 
Family Law, Brian’s main 
responsibility is mentoring, 
managing and marketing the 
firm. A frequent presenter 

on Collaborative Practice and law firm 
growth including for the LSO, the OBA and 
internationally. He is on the Board of Directors 
of the International Academy of Collaborative 
Professionals and Ontario Association of 
Collaborative Professionals. Brian is a mediator 
and has practiced family law since 1990. 

Rachel Healey   
Senior associate at Stanchieri 
Family Law, Rachel practices 
in all areas of Family Law 
including trial and appellate 
advocacy. Rachel is 

collaboratively trained and prides herself on 
giving families options to resolve their disputes 
through any means which will help their 
family transition from one family to functioning 
separated families. Rachel is also a member 
of the editorial team for FDRIO’s bi-monthly 
newsletter.
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1:00PM – 2:00PM
Lunch Break and Speed Mentoring  

2:00PM – 2:50PM

Breakout Sessions
SUBSTANTIVE 301

Advanced Skills – Templates, Tips  
and Tricks

PANELISTS: Justice Susan Lang, Patricia Lane,  
JP Boyd, Mina Vaish,  
MODERATOR: Cliff Nelson

Hear from leading family mediators, arbitrators, 
parenting coordinators with a wide range of 
backgrounds and practice areas. What has 
changed in their practices and how are they 
evolving? Where are the growth areas for FDR 
professionals? What are some of the little-
known tips that we can take away?

Justice Lang – Mediator and 
Arbitrator, Retired Justice of 
the Ontario Court of Appeal.
The Honourable Susan E. 
Lang served as a judge 
of the Court of Appeal for 

Ontario from 2004 until 2013 and judge of the 
Superior Court from 1989 to 2004, including 
as Toronto Regional Senior Judge from 1996 
to 1999.  In addition, she served as President 
of both the Canadian and Ontario Superior 
Court Judges’ Associations. She maintains a 
hand in mediation/arbitration and continues 
as a Senior Fellow of Massey College at the 
University of Toronto. 

Patricia Lane – Lawyer, 
Mediator, Arbitrator, Parenting 
Coordinator, Victoria, BC.
plane@patricialane.bc.ca
Patricia Lane has been 
a mediator for 40 years 

working across a broad cross section  
of civil, family and community disputes.  

She has been a Parenting Coordinator since 
2009 and is also an ADRIC C.Arb and a 
Mediate BC Certified Med-Arb practitioner. 
Patricia has worked in almost every province 
and territory. She makes her home in Victoria, 
B.C. with her scientist husband and her  
Teacup Poodle, Biscuit.

J.P. Boyd – Arbitrator, 
Mediator, Parenting 
Coordinator, John-Paul Boyd 
Arbitration Chambers,  
Alberta and BC
jpboyd@boydarbitration.ca

John-Paul E. Boyd Q.C. is a family law 
lawyer, author, speaker and consultant. He 
is the principal of John-Paul Boyd Arbitration 
Chambers and provides services as an 
accredited family law arbitrator, mediator 
and parenting coordinator throughout British 
Columbia and Alberta. John-Paul is a frequent 
speaker on family law, justice reform and 
dispute resolution processes for continuing 
professional education providers including the 
National Judicial Institute and the Association 
of Family and Conciliation Courts.

Mina Vaish – Mediator and 
Trainer, York Mediation, 
Ontario and Internationally 
mina@yorkmediation.com
Mina is an international 
mediator and conflict 

resolution specialist. She is active with 
mediation advocacy and training at the United 
Nations as Chair of the Women in Mediation 
group of Mediators Beyond Borders. Locally, 
she has extensive experience with Ontario 
court-connected family mediation services  
as Director of Operations for the Peel and 
Dufferin Region services.

Cliff Nelson – Retired 
Superior Court of Justice 
(Family Court) Judge
cliff@riverdalemediation.com
Cliff practiced family law in 
Toronto for 28 years before 

becoming a judge in the Family Court of the 
Superior Court of Justice in 1999. He retired 
in 2018 and is now a mediator at Riverdale 
Mediation in Toronto. Cliff was a Director of the 
Advocates’ Society and a Board member of 
Jewish Child and Family Services. Cliff was also 
President of the Lawyers Club (Toronto) in 1992.
 Before his call to the Bar, he worked for 
the International Labour Office in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

PROFESSIONALISM 301

Hearing from the Children – Have they 
Become More or Less Visible

PANELISTS: Dr. Rachel Birnbaum, Dr. Lorrie Yasenik, 
Elizabeth McCarty 
MODERATOR: Paul Brown

Learn how children in separating families are 
doing during current times. Learn the different 
ways to approach children and hear from  
them during these times of transition.

Dr. Rachel Birnbaum –  
Ph.D., RSW, LL.M
A Professor at King’s 
University College at Western 
University in London, Ontario, 
Dr. Birnbaum’s primary  

areas of teaching focus on children and families,  
ethics and the law, and research methods.  
Dr. Birnbaum has extensive clinical practice and 
research experience in working with children 
and families of separation and divorce. She has 
presented and published both nationally and 
internationally on ethics and the law, parenting 
assessments, child legal representation, 
children’s participation in family disputes, and on 
the intersection between law and social work.  

Dr. Lorri Yasenik – Ph.D., 
RSW, RFM, RPT-S 
Lorri is the Co-Director 
of Rocky Mountain Play 
Therapy Institute and 
Mediation, Calgary. A 

Certified Supervisor of Child Psychotherapy and 
Play Therapy, Lorri delivers certified training 
programs nationally and internationally in 
the area of child therapy and child inclusive 
practice. Her areas of expertise are include 
separation and divorce, child centered 
mediation/parenting coordination, treatment of 
trauma, family violence, adjustment, and the 
spectrum of children’s mental health problems. 
Lorri co-developed Meeting with Children:  
A Child Centred Approach for practitioners. 

Elizabeth McCarty
In-house counsel at the 
Office of the Children’s 
Lawyer, Elizabeth supervises 
members of the OCL legal 
panel in Toronto and in the 

Central West region of Ontario. She currently 
co-manages the OCL’s openness program  
and the adoption program and has a  
significant appellate practice. An author and 
presenter on topics ranging from custody 
and access considerations for special needs 
children, fresh evidence on appeals, and 
openness and adoption.  

Paul Brown
A former Child Protection 
Worker, Paul has been a 
mediator in private practice 
since 2009. Paul is an industry 
leader in Child Protection 

Mediation and has presented internationally. He 
is an author, Guide to Child Protection Mediation, 
and facilitates child protection mediations, 
family group decision-making meetings and 
is a collaborative process family professional. 
He also holds the designation of Specialist in 
Openness Adoption.



13 14

FINANCIAL 301

A New Financial World – Post-Covid 
Financial Topics

PANELISTS: Andrew Freedman, Alana Geller, 
Cameron Brinkman  
MODERATOR: Neil Maisel

Covid-19 has wreaked havoc with many parts 
of our economy. Participants in this session will 
hear from 3 Chartered Business Valuators as to 
the financial implications in Family Law matters 
of Covid-19 and will be provided with tips and 
traps from a financial perspective.

Andrew Freedman – CPA, 
CA•IFA, CBV, ASA, CFF 
joined Duff & Phelps in 2010.
Managing director in the 
Toronto office of Duff and 
Phelps and part of the 

Dispute and Legal Management Consulting 
practice, Andrew has more than 30 years of 
experience in providing business valuation, 
litigation support and expert witness services 
to a variety of clients. Andrew is an author 
and speaker on business valuation, income 
determination and income tax matters for 
professional journals and organizations.

Alana Geller
A partner at Richter 
specializing in business 
valuation and dispute 
resolution, Alana thrives 
engaging on sensitive 

shareholder matters including dispute 
resolution, succession, governance and 
compensation, particularly in a family milieu. 
Her thoughtful and empathetic style goes 
beyond the numbers ensuring the concerns 
of all stakeholders are understood and 
addressed. Alana is originally from Toronto 
and currently resides in Montreal, working 
actively in both cities.

Cameron Brinkman
Mr. Brinkman practices 
exclusively in the area of 
business valuations and 
financial litigation support. 
He is qualified as an expert 

in the determination of Guideline Income  
and in business valuation in The Court of 
Queen’s Bench of Alberta, and as an expert  
in business valuation in the Supreme Court  
of British Columbia.

Neil Maisel
A partner with Crowe 
Soberman, Neil’s practice 
focuses on matrimonial 
matters, shareholder 
disputes, corporate and 

commercial damage claims, business 
valuations and other litigation support. Neil 
enjoys lecturing and has authored numerous 
articles on topics including business valuation, 
litigation, and family law and tax matters.  
Neil is the Chair of the FDRIO.

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 301

A Brave New Techy World – Advanced 
Options for Your Practice

PANELISTS: Colm Brannigan, Mauro Gris,  
Steven Bradley 
MODERATOR: Vicky Ringuette 

Covid-19 has forced the Family Dispute 
Resolution profession to leap forward to the 
21st century. Learn what tools industry leaders 
are using to make their paperless and virtual 
practices run more efficiently.

Colm Brannigan
Colm Brannigan is GTA 
based ADR practitioner and 
trainer. Colm is a Fellow of 
the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators (UK). He is also 

a Chartered Mediator (ADRIC), Chartered 
Arbitrator (ADRIC) and Certified Mediator (IMI).  

Colm was a member of the ADR Institute  
of Canada’s Task Force on Med-Arb and its 
ODR Task Force.  

Mauro Gris
Mauro started KBE 
Information Security in 
Toronto and has more 
than 10 years of IT Risk 
Management and Security 

Controls experience, and overall more than 
2 decades in the data protection and cyber 
security industry. He is a founder and member 
of the Cloud Security Alliance, a not-for-profit 
organization focused on Cloud cybersecurity. 
He works mainly with law firms on data 
protection. He is a Gold Member of Isaca 
holding the most important certifications in  
the cybersecurity sector.

Steven Bradley
Former law enforcement 
officer focusing in crimes 
against persons, sex crimes, 
child abuse, domestic 
violence, and crimes against 

the elderly. Later recruited by the FBI to start 
a taskforce that would investigate technology 
related crimes. Now part of Our Family Wizard, 
Steven further promotes the  empowerment 
between co-parents via technology.

Vicky Ringuette
Vicky M. Ringuette is 
a bilingual Family Law 
practitioner in Hamilton,  
ON. She is a trained 
mediator, arbitrator and 

legal coach and uses those skills as a Dispute 
Resolution Officer and Legal Aid settlement 
conference facilitator. She is passionate about 
technology and teaches “How to Use Zoom  
in a Professional Context” online.

2:50PM – 3:00PM
Health Break (See page 3) 

3:00PM – 4:00PM

Complaints Against Family 
Dispute Resolution Professionals
PANELISTS: Herschel Fogelman, Howard Hurwitz,  
Dr. Helen Radovanovic  
MODERATOR: Brahm Siegel

Herschel Fogelman  
Herschel Fogelman is the 
principal of Fogelman Law. 
Herschel recently developed 
a model for customized 
case management allowing 

counsel and their clients’ speedy and efficient 
management and dispute resolution. He 
is a frequent author and lecturer. He is a 
frequent author and lecturer for such groups 
as Osgoode Hall Law School, the Advocates’ 
Society, the Ontario Bar Association and 
various universities in Ontario.

Howard Hurwitz
A social worker in private 
practice and specializing 
in working with families 
experiencing a separation 
or divorce, Howard provides 

custody assessments, mediation, mediation/
arbitration, Parenting Co-ordination and 
counselling services. Howard is the creator 
and chairperson of the High Conflict Forum, a 
community based network of lawyers, judges, 
mental health professionals and child welfare 
staff from more than 30 agencies, serving  
high conflict families.
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Dr. Helen Radovanovic
A registered psychologist 
in private practice and a 
founding member of “Family 
Solutions,” a multidisciplinary 
team assisting high-conflict 

families. Her practice includes child, adult,  
and family counseling around general and 
divorce stressors. She provides specialized 
services for separated families, including 
mediation, parenting plan assessments and 
parenting coordination.

Brahm Siegel –  
bsiegel@nathenssiegel.com 
Brahm is a lawyer, mediator 
and arbitrator at Nathens, 
Siegel, LLP, a family law 
and divorce boutique firm.  

Certified as a Specialist in Family Law by the 
Law Society since 2008, Brahm co-authored 
McLeod’s Ontario Family Law Rules Annotated 
for ten years and is the consulting editor of  
the Consolidated Ontario Family Law Statutes 
and Regulations, published by Thomson 
Carswell.  Brahm is an author and regularly 
presents conferences and seminars.

4:00PM – 4:20PM

Closing Remarks
CO-CHAIRS: Raheena Dahya, Jennifer Daudlin  

and Frank Bulger

4:20PM – 4:30PM
Health Break

4:30PM – 5:30PM

FMC AGM and Awards

The FMC AGM will be held virtually and 
advanced registration is required.
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